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ABSENCES & THE LAW

Community Outreach Academy

takes student attendance very
seriously. We are very pleased
with our student attendance levels
and are grateful that our parents
take this area of education very responsibly. We are
nearing the time of year when some families may
consider going on vacations, such as trips to Mexico,
Hawaii, cruises, etc., and are forced to miss school.
It is the school’s responsibility to inform our parents
about the laws of school attendance in California.
Below are the laws that relate to school attendance
and the consequences students and parents may
face in the events of missing too
many days or hours of school
without a valid reason.

In California, all children are re-
quired by law to attend school

attendanc
E

» "failure to compel” a child to attend school (an
infraction with up to a $500 fine for repeat offend-
ers);

» violation of Penal Code § 272 “contributing to the
delinquency of a minor" (a misdemeanor with up
to one year in jail and up to $2,000 in fines).

Most recently, the California legislature voted into law
SB1317, which creates a NEW category, "chronic
truancy." The new law penalizes parents who allow
their children in grades Kindergarten through 8th
grade to miss 10% or more of the school year to be
prosecuted for a misdemeanor with up to one year in
jail AND $2,000 in fines. There is no provision for
children who have medical prob-
lems, or special education children
with emotional or behavior issues.

The consequences for older children
are also severe. In addition to the
-~ legal liability for parents, high school

between the ages of 6 and 18,
and must have good attendance
records as well. The state defines
legally truant as a student who misses school with a
combination of the following types of absences with-
out a valid excuse:

» three unexcused absences and/or
» three tardies and/or
» three absences of more than 30 minutes.

Students who miss school six times or more during
the year without a valid excuse are considered
"habitually truant”, and the school may refer a com-
plaint to the district attorney's office for legal action.
The consequences for a student who is declared ha-
bitually truant are severe for both the student AND
the parents. Under the law, a parent can be prose-
cuted for the following:
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students can be referred to the Ju-

venile court under Welfare and Insti-

tutions Code § 601 and be placed
on probationary supervision. This Juvenile record
can unfairly harm a student's ability to go to college
and adversely affect job prospects. Once a student
age 13-17 is labeled a "habitual truant,” it may also
result in a suspension or delay of driving privileges
under Vehicle Code § 13202.7. This can raise insur-
ance rates, further increasing the overall cost to the
parents.

We are very grateful for our students and parents.
Attendance has never been a big problem at COA
and we thank you all for being so proactive in making
sure your children come to school on time every day.

Michael Serdi, Vice Principal
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NMponycku LLikonbl n 3aKkoH

AJJ,MI/IHI/ICTpaLI,I/IFl wkonbl COA

O4YeHb CEPbE3HO OTHOCUTCS K
CTyAeH4eckorn nocewiaemMocTn. Mol
rOPAVMMCS BbICOKMM YPOBHEM
noceLaemMocTy B HEN LLKOME U
pagbl, YTO Haly poauTenu
OTBETCTBEHHO OTHOCATCSH K JAHHOMY
Bonpocy. MNpubnmxaetcs Bpems,
KOria HeKoTopble CEMbW HAYMHAKOT NNaHNPOBaTh CBOM
OTNycK, Hanpumep, noe3nky B Mekcuky, Ha ["aBaiiu,
Kpyu3bl U T.4., U N0 3TOW NPUYMNHE CTYOEHThI
BbIHYXXEHbI NponyckaTb 3aHaTus. Hawa pabota
nponHdopmmpoBaTtb Bac 0 3akoHax LUKONbHOM
nocewaemoctu B KanndgopHuu. MNoxanyncra,
03HaKOMbTECb C AaHHbIMW 3aKOHaMU 1 NOCNeacTBUAMU
ONsi CTYAEHTOB U poauTeNen, ¢ KoTopbiMy Bbl MoxeTe
CTONKHYTbCHA ecnu Baww pebeHoK OTCyTCTBYET B LLKOSE
(B TEHYEHME ANNTENBHOIO Nepuoaa BpeMeHu) 6e3
YBXUTEIbHOW NMPUYMHbI.

CoenacHo 3akoHy 06 obpa3ogaHuu
wmama KanugopHus, demu 8
so3pacme om 6 0o 18 nem QOMKHbI
rocewams WKOIy, a makxe umMems

»  HapyweHue Y205108H020 KoOekca §272
«criocobcmeyem cogepueHUro npecmynieHust
HecosepuweHHOIeMHUM» (Haka3aHue 3a
OaHHbILU rPOCMYrnoK - MIPEeMHOe 3aKIyeHue
cpokom 0o 1 eoda u wmpadh 8 pasmepe
$2,000).

HedasHo 3akoHoOamerbHbIM Op2aHoOM Wwmama
KanugbopHusi 6bin npuHsam 3akoH SB1317, e
Komopom bbina eeedeHa Ho8asi Kameaopusi
rporyckos - "peaynsipHele npoayssl." Hoebil 3aKoH
npedycmampugaem Haka3aHue 8 8ude mHpPemMHo20
3aKrro4YeHusi cpokom 0o 1 2oda u wmpach 8 pasmepe
$2000 onsi podumeneli, komopble M0380/ISIOM C8OUM
demsm ¢ Hyneeozo knacca (Kindergarten) no 8-
knacc riporiyckams 10% unu 6ornee 3aHImMuu 3a
y4ebHbIl 200. [JaHHbIU 3aKOH makxe
pacripocmpaHsemcsi Ha cmy0eHmMo8s, Komopbie
umMerom 3MoyuUoHarbHble rpobremsl, npobrems! co
300posbeM usnu rnpobiemMsi ¢ MogedeHUEeM.

lNocrnedcmeusi Onsi demed 6oree

topududeckoli omeemcmeeHHoOCMuU
0nst podumened, dena WKOIbHUKO8
mo2ym bbimb rnepedaHbi 8 cy0 Mo

atte n d a n Ce cmapuwieco so3pacma makxe He
MeHee Cepbe3Hble. B dononHeHue k

Xxopowuti om4yem o
rnocewaemocmu. Omcymcmeue 8
wkone cyumaemecesi NMPOIYJIOM,
ecrnu:

» cmydeHm riporiycmurn 3aHsamusi 6e3
ygaxxumersibHbIX MPpUYUH mpu pasa (3) u/unu

» cmyOdeHm ornosdas Ha 3aHsamusi mpu pasa (3)
u/unu

» cmydeHm omcymcmeosan Ha 3aHsamusix bonee 30
MUHym.

CmydeHmbI, omcymemeyrouwjue 8 wkosie wecms (6)
unu 6onee pas 8 medeHue eoda unu onasdblearouue
Ha 3aHamus 6e3 y8axumesibHbIX MPUYUH, OMHOCSMCS
K cmyOeHmam, Komopble PezyrispHO rpoaynuearm
wkony. B makux cnyyasix wkosna Moxem obpamumscs
¢ xarnobol 8 oghuc OKpyKHO20 MpPoKypopa Ons
cydebHoeo ucka.

lNocnedcmeusi Onsi cmydeHma u pooumened, Jyel
pebeHOK peaynsipHO omcymemeyem 8 WKoJe, O4eHb
cepbe3Hble. CoanacHo 3aKoHY, podumersib MoXem
6bImb npusrie4eH K OMeemcmeeHHoOCMU 3a
cnedyrouee:

» HecriocobHocmb 3acmasumb pebeHka nocew,ams
wkony (wmpacgp $500 ¢ npasoHapywumerns);
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Oenam HecogepweHHonemHux Wel-

fare and Institutions Code §601 u

cmydeHmbi nonadarom rnod
ucrnibimamersbHbil/cneyuanbHbit Had3op. [JaHHasi
3anuce MoXxem ompuyamesibHO/Heb1a2onposimHo
roenusimb Ha rnocmyrineHue cmydeHma 8 Kosnieox, a
makxe HeaamueHO 0mpa3umbsCcs Ha OasibHelwem
mpydoycmpotcmee.

CmydeHm e gospacme 13-17 nem, peayrnspHo
rpoaynuearouuli WKosy, Moxem umems rnpobremsi
(3adepxkKa/rpuocmaHoeKka) 8 rnosy4eHuu
800UMerbCKUX rpas coeniacHo TpaHCcrnopmHomy
kodekcy §13202.7. Takxe amo Moxem ygesnu4uma
cmpaxoeble mapucghbl, 4mo rnpueedém K ygsesnuqyeHuro
obuweli cmoumocmu cmpaxosku 0nsi podumened.

AOMUHUCTpauus WKonbl 6narogapHa v CTyaeHTam u
poauTENAM 3a XOPOLLYI MOCELLAEMOCTb.
MocelaeMocTb HUKOrga He Obina 6onbLUION
npobnemoin ons Hac. Mbl 6narogapvm Bam 3a 310, a
Takke 3a Balle akTnBHOe yyacTve B TOM, 4TO Baium
OETN BOBPEMS MPUXOLAT B LUKONY KaXKAbIA AEHb.

Muxaun Cepdu, 3amecmumerb OUpekmopa WKosbI
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C0A Independent Study Procedures

COA Elementary will only offer INDEPENDENT
STUDY for students in extreme situations such as:

» Student is scheduled for Medical or Dental Surgery
(documentation from doctor required).

» Student has a severe Medical condition that requires
an extended absence (documentation from doctor
required).

» Student needs to attend a funeral of a close family
member out of town or state (provide written state-
ment/documentation).

According to GCC Board Policy 03-12 the maximum
amount of time that may elapse between when an
independent study assignment is made and when it is
due shall not exceed the following limits:

» Kindergarten: Two weeks.
» First through third grade: Three weeks.
» Fourth through sixth grade: Four Weeks.

We will NOT offer/allow Independent Study for any

other reasons, including but not limited to:

» Family vacation.

» Non-severe illness (any illness absence will require
documentation from doctor if the student is absent
for 3 or more days).

» Visiting family out of town/state/country.

» Funeral of distant relatives.

Any request for Independent Study needs to be discussed
with Site Manager at least 3 days prior to the event with
proper documentation presented at time of request.

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES

All absences without written or telephone excuse will be con-
sidered unexcused. Students with unexcused absences will be
considered truant. Students must clear absences within two
days after returning to school or the absence may be consid-
ered a truancy. Students ill for three (3) consecutive days or
more are required to have a doctor’s note.

ACCEPTABLE REASONS FOR
EXCUSED ABSENCES

Personal court appearance.

Religious observance or exercise.

Personal illness, medical or dental appointment.
Funeral service of parent, sibling, grandparent
or any relative living in the immediate house-
hold of the child (limited to one day in the state
and three days out of state).

\AA A
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Hauanpnas mixona COA npeanaraetT CBOUM CTYACHTaM
HE3ABUCHUMOE OBYYEHHUE T0O1bKO B 9KCTPeMaIbHBIX
CHTYAIHSAX, TAKUX KaK:

> Cmyoenmy sanaanuposana xupypeuuecras onepayus (1eo6xooumo
NnOOMEePICOeHUe OM 8PaAa,).

»> Cmyoenm naxooumcs 6 masicéiom Qusuveckom cocmosuuu 300poews,
Komopoe mpebyem OnumenbHo20 oOmcymcmeus (Heooxooumo
noomeepicoeHie om epaida,).

B> Cmyoenm donoicen npucymemeosans Ha nOXOPOHAX BUZKO20 UieHd
cembl 3a npedenamu 20pooa un wmama (npedocmasums
[MCEMEHHOE 3asIBJICHHE / JOKYMEHT).

B coorBercTtBHM ¢ GCC Board Policy 03-12 makcumaibHoe
KOJIM4ECTBO BPpeMeHH, KOTOPOe MOKET NPOHTH MEXKIY
MOMEHTOM, KOI'/Ia 3a/1aHHe /IJIsl CAMOCTOSATEILHOT0 00yYeHust
ObLIIO BBI/IAHO CTYAEHTY U JaTOii, KOT/1a OHO /I0JIZKHO ObITH
BO3BpPAIIEHO, He T0JIZKeHO NMPEBBIIIATE CIeAYIONINX CPOKOB:

»  Ioozomosumensuuiii knace (Kindergarten): /[se nedenu.
»  C nepsozo no mpemuii knacc: Tpu nedenu.

»  C uemeepmozo no wecmoii knacc: Yempvipe nedenu.

Illkona HE npemnaraet/HE pa3speriaet He3aBiCHMOE 00yUcHHE
10 JIFOOBIM IPYTUM MIPUYHUHAM, BKITFOYAKOIINM B ce0sl, HO HE
OrpaHUYMBAIOIIMMUCS UMH:

> Ceneiinviii omovix.

P Hemsoicénas 6onesuv (npu 1o6om omeymemeui no npusure 6onesHu
HeoOX00UMO NOOMeEepIHcOeHUe Om 8pad, eciiu CmyoeHm
omcymemeyem 6 meverue 3-x u 6oaee Ouell).

P Tlocewenue cemvu/podcmeennuros 3a npedenamu 2opoda/umama/
cmparnl.

>  Iloxopouwt danvuux podcmeennuxos.

JIro6oit 3ampoc 1y1st He3aBUCUMOTO 00y4YeHUsI, HEOOX0ANMO
o6cynuts ¢ Caiit-MeHemkepoM, 1o KpaiiHel Mepe, 3a 3 JTHS 110
JIaTbl OTCYTCTBUS C COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH JOKyMEHTalueH,
TIPEI0CTABICHHON HA MOMEHT 3aMpoca.

OTCYTCTBUE BE3 YBAKUTEJBLHOM MPUYAHBI

Bce nponycku wikonwl 6e3 nucbMeHHO20 Uiy meneghoHHO20 Y8e0OMACHUs
Oyoym cuumamocs Heygaxcumenvhvimu. Omcymemeue 6es
VBAXHCUMENbHOU NPUYUHBL OYOem CUUMamscs npocyiom. JJokymenm oo
omcymemeuu 00ceH Obimb npedocmasier 8 meyexue Q8yx OHell nocie
6036palyenus CMyOeHma 6 KoLy, 8 NPOMUBHOM CIydae - OMCYmcmete
6yoem paccmampusamocsi kak npozyn. Cmydenmest, omcymcmeyouiue 6
wiKose no npuyune bone3nu 6 meuenue mpéx (3) Ouneii noopsa0 unu
Donee, 0011CHBL NPEOOCMABUMb CRPAGKY OM 6PaAYd.

YBAJKUTEJIBHBIE IIPUYUHBI JJIS1 OTCYTCTBUS:

»> Jluunoe npucymemeue 6 cyoe.
B> Cobrodenue um ocyuwecmenenue penuzuosnsix 06psa00s.
B> JTuunas Goaesuv, nocewjene rewauezo 6paya un CMoMamonoza.

»> IToxoponst pooumeneii, 6pama\cecmpui, dedyuxu\Gadyuixu un
106020 POOCMEEHHUKA, JCUBYUE20 6 OOHOM DOME C PeOEHKOM
(0epanuuenis - 00un OeHb Ha MEPPUMOPUL WMAmMa u mpu OHsl 3a
npeoenamu wmama).
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Whatever it takes our kids are worth it!

» TRI2 ASSEMBLIES March 13 & 14 / 8:45-1:00 p.m.

» KG Lottery March 15 / 6:30 p.m.

» KG Graduation Picture Day March 15

» School Site Council MEETING March 20, Tuesday, 5:00 p.m., Dudley site

» Spelling Bee March 22 / 12:35-3:00 p.m.

» Spring BREAK March 26 — Hpril 2

TRI 2 STUDENT AWARDS TRI 2 STUDENT AWARDS
ASSEMBLIES /| March 13, Tuesday ASSEMBLIES /| March 14, Wednesday

Grade 6 / 8:45-9:15am Grade 3 / 8:45-9:15am
Grade 5 / 9:30-10:00am Grade 4 / 9:30-10:00am
Grade 2 / 10:15-10:45am Grade 1 / 11:00-11:30am

Grade K / 12:30-1:00pm

COA School Radio Programs

87.7 FM, every Thursday, 8:00—8:30 am 1690 AM, monthly, Wednesday, 5:00 pm—6:00 pm
Listen Online / http://ethno.fm/ Listen Online / http://station.voscast.com/521debcg8a849/
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